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The Government notes with absolute fascination the GSLP’s statement criticising the Chief 
Minister for not arriving in Parliament until the demonstrators had cleared the entrance 
lobby of the House. 
 
The rule that demonstrators cannot stand on the Parliament side of Main Street was 
issued by Mr Speaker Bob Peliza when Mr Bossano was Chief Minister and the GSLP 
were in Government.   At the time the Trade Unions accused Mr Bossano of bringing 
about this ruling and of trying to suppress demonstrators, particularly workers 
demonstrating against him.   Mr Bossano and the GSLP Government ignored the Union 
and of course made no attempt to have the Speaker’s ruling changed.   That has therefore 
been the legal position since then. 
 
This places the GSLP’s current statement in its full hypocritical context.   Indeed, it was 
GSLP Activist Mr Louis Bruzon who encouraged the demonstration to be in breach of the 
Parliament’s rules.   On 20th October 2008 Mr Bruzon posted the following entry on 
Facebook: 
 
“Staying on the Pavement seems really daft to me.   I would have thought it would be 
better if the Demo was on the Piazza so as to allow better pedestrian traffic flow…….” 
 
Commenting on the GSLP statement, a Government spokesman said, “Unlike Mr 
Bossano, when he was Chief Minister, Mr Caruana has a long and well documented 
history of engaging face to face with demonstrators, as he did, for example during the 
fisherman’s dispute.   It is simply not in Mr Caruana’s personal style to do otherwise.   
However, when Opposition activists seek to undermine the Parliament, by encouraging a 
flouting of its Rules, it is appropriate to make a stand and the Government  therefore 
supports the Speaker’s initiative to clear the lobby and ensure compliance with the 
longstanding Rules of the House .   Otherwise the GSLP will succeed in adding Parliament 
to those other institutions that it is now so willing to undermine for their own selfish political 
ends, such as the Judiciary, the Police and the Social Services Agency.  
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